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CONTAINERS FOR CHANGE SCHEME 
Statement 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [5.23 pm]: I will be brief with 
my contribution tonight. I was out of the chamber on urgent parliamentary business today for most of Hon Diane Evers’ 
contribution on the budget papers. However, it has been brought to my attention that she made some disappointing 
comments in relation to the container deposit scheme, Containers for Change, that commenced in Western Australia 
on 1 October. I am very glad that this scheme has been operating very, very well right across the state since that time. 
In fact, 11.6 million containers have been returned over the past 14 days. I am going to quote Hon Diane Evers from 
today’s uncorrected Hansard when she talked about 10¢ being a joke. She said — 

If you saw a 10¢ coin on the ground, would you pick it up? But we are thinking that people will pick up 
rubbish off the ground because they can pick up a can and hold onto it until they can take it to the container 
deposit recycling shed, whatever, and get their 10¢ for it. No; that is not going to happen.  

Right across Western Australia, 11.6 million containers have been returned. 
Hon Alanna Clohesy: How many? 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: The number is 11.69 million. In fact, more than 350 000 containers have been returned 
in the great southern region of the state, an area that Hon Diane Evers represents in this place. I am greatly disappointed 
by her contribution. 
When I was in Albany last Thursday, I visited a fantastic container facility called Container Recycling Albany, 
which is run by the tremendous environmental organisation Green Skills, which has been doing fantastic work. On 
1 October, the day on which the container deposit scheme started, the facility had two people working for it. Last 
week when I visited, it had nine people working for it, the majority of whom are people with disability or mental 
health issues. The container deposit scheme has created more than 680 jobs right across Western Australia and 
about 40 per cent of those jobs have gone to people with disability, the long-term unemployed and Aboriginal people, 
groups that are marginalised by society and struggle to get employment on a daily basis. It was outrageous and plainly 
wrong for Hon Diane Evers to stand here today and cast aspersions on the scheme by saying that Western Australians 
will not bother with it because 11.6 million containers have been returned at more than 205 collection points across 
the state. More than 680 people have been employed; an extra seven have been employed in Albany, the area 
that the honourable member represents. I am disgusted by her contribution on this issue this afternoon. More than 
97 per cent of Western Australians support this scheme. It is good for the environment, it is good for the economy 
and it is good for marginalised groups that have struggled to get jobs for many, many years. I am proud of it and 
the McGowan government is proud of it and I am disappointed in that member’s contribution. 
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